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Session Goals

• Share virtual resources that:

-can maintain communication 
w/students and families

-offer great content and skills-based 
platforms

-supplement & extend what 
students are learning; &

-encourage students to have FUN 
learning!



My Background

• Grew up in DC---attended Whittier, Paul and Wilson

• B.A. in English & Education with a concentration in Black Studies 
from Swarthmore College

• Masters of Library & Information Science from Catholic University 
in School Library Media.

• Taught English 8 years (Woodson, M.M. Washington, McKinley Tech)

• Librarian for 11 years (CHEC & McKinley Tech)

• Mother of 3 (16, 7 and 6)

• Currently PD Coordinator for Washington Teachers’ Union



Introductions
1.Who is on the Zoominar today?

(school, grade level, # of years 
teaching)

2.What goals do you have for our 
time together?



Important Notes

• Students and families should know and follow the Acceptable Use 
policy.

• DCPS educators should follow all communication and content 
protocols.(Rights & Responsibilities Handbook)

• DCPS is a Microsoft District, uses Canvas as its Learning 
Management System and has bookmarked many virtual tools on 
Clever; thus, DCPS would most likely recommend these platforms 
over all others. MICROSOFT TEAMS QUICK GUIDE

https://dcps.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dcps/publication/attachments/DCPS-INTERNET-SAFETY-USE-POLICY-APRIL-7-2009.pdf
https://dcps.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dcps/publication/attachments/Employee Rights and Responsibilities Policy.pdf
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/remote-teaching-and-learning-in-office-365-education-f651ccae-7b65-478b-8366-51bb884025c4?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&ad=US
file:///C:/Users/sunny/Downloads/TeamsforEducation_QuickGuide.pdf


From DCPS…



Defining Your Purpose for Distance Learning

• Stay connected with students and families?

• Provide academic support?

• Provide social-emotional support?

• Recommend supplemental learning experiences?

• Experiment with virtual tools to enhance teaching and learning?

• Prevent “learning loss”?

• Provide structure?

• Remain a steady presence in students’ and families’ lives?

• Finding ways to encourage the joy of learning?



Resources 
from National 

Partners

Share My Lesson

FirstBook

*American Association 
of School Librarians

https://sharemylesson.com/collections/coronavirus
https://www.fbmarketplace.org/openebooks/?utm_source=eng&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=affordability&utm_content=mp_3.11.20_healthfamilyengagement
https://standards.aasl.org/project/bw19/


Communication

What’s App

Remind

Class Dojo

https://www.whatsapp.com/
https://www.remind.com/
https://www.classdojo.com/


Other Communication Tools

Best Messaging Apps 
and Websites for 

Students, Teachers, 
and Parents (Common 

Sense Education)

9 Awesome Group Text 
Messaging Tools for 

Educators (Educational 
Technology and Mobile 

Learning)

https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-messaging-apps-and-websites-for-students-teachers-and-parents
https://www.educatorstechnology.com/2012/04/9-awsome-group-text-messaging-tools-for.html


Virtual Classrooms

Canvas

Google Classroom

Edmodo

https://dcps.instructure.com/login/ldap
https://classroom.google.com/
https://new.edmodo.com/?go2url=/home


Collaboration and Discussion

GoogleDocs (access through your Google account)

KidBlog (access through Clever)

Flipgrid (Get Started with this One pager)

https://info.flipgrid.com/
https://static.flipgrid.com/docs/Flipgrid-Remote-Learning.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTmpSaU5qRXpaV0ZpTVRNeiIsInQiOiI5ZFRCSmI1SXRrdlR3NXZCdU1JZkpGQ0NLYkxxWVJEVUZZbWhkTmhZbWsyVU5pU2ZKXC94OHRVR3JwT2cwTjVcL3RKZlFFdlwvODNuQ3VocmFzb2VJUXVjUFwveUpZdEVzM3U2elprMm8rSmZFUDdISnI1OGJubitBKzhDV25uSXpXOTEifQ%3D%3D


Content

Class Zone Khan Academy
Google Arts & 

Culture
Scholastic 

Learning Hub

Newsela PBS Discovery
Next Generation 
Personal Finance

http://www.classzone.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
https://newsela.com/about/distance-learning/
https://mpt.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/details/5-ways-discovery-education-experience-supports-virtual-learning/
https://www.ngpf.org/


FUN & JOY!!!

• Games: Kahoot & Quizizz

• Design: Canva

• Interactives: Playposit (via Clever) & Nearpod

• Mystery Science

• Phet Simulations

• Duolingo

• Projects: Students as CREATORS

Turn recipes and home improvement projects into embedded math problems.

Write and illustrate a children’s book. (Book Creator)

Phone/Video Interview Family Members. Create genealogy project.

Use entrepreneurship challenges to have students build websites, develop business plans, 
design marketing material and work on presentation skills.

Other project ideas: https://www.homeschoolacademy.com/blog/use-project-based-
learning-homeschooling/

https://kahoot.com/
https://quizizz.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://nearpod.com/teach3?utm_expid=.S1iIyIChT8eWB8rPJSE-pA.1&utm_referrer=
https://mysteryscience.com/school-closure-planning?fbclid=IwAR0fu7-7xllcaBiNEOogMbg2yW-blCNDAufQ3269uHUXi_6pWMFwichbEFY
https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/category/new
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://bookcreator.com/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/20-questions/
https://www.homeschoolacademy.com/blog/use-project-based-learning-homeschooling/


DC PUBLIC LIBRARY!!!

• Temporary Card Application

https://www.dclibrary.org/catalog/account/application

SO MANY FREE RESOURCES!!!

https://www.dclibrary.org/godigital/all?tsource=researchdatabaselink

Mango

Overdrive eBooks & Audiobooks

Lynda

BookFlix

Access Video (for older and younger students!)

Encyclopedias (English & Spanish)

My Educator Card # is 21172020356475

https://www.dclibrary.org/catalog/account/application
https://www.dclibrary.org/godigital/all?tsource=researchdatabaselink
https://www.dclibrary.org/godigital/all?tsource=researchdatabaselink


If Possible, encourage families to 
have a schedule…

• Students benefit from (and actually like) structure.

• Everyone can benefit from keeping a journal:

https://www.journalbuddies.com/journal_prompts__j
ournal_topics/writing-prompts-everyone/

https://www.journalbuddies.com/journal_prompts__journal_topics/writing-prompts-everyone/


Television? 
Netflix?

8 Best Educational Shows 
for Kids of All Ages

Best Movies: Our 
Recommendations for 
Families

30 Educational Netflix 
Shows to Stream in Your 
Classroom

https://www.parents.com/fun/entertainment/educational-shows-for-kids-of-all-ages/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-lists
https://www.weareteachers.com/educational-netflix-shows/


Let’s Build our WTU EdTech 
Community!

• https://padlet.com
/sunnysarah03/fnit
o2iyc8og

https://padlet.com/sunnysarah03/fnito2iyc8og


Other Resources…

• Teach this Poem

• https://poets.org/teach-poem

• Teaching for Change

• https://www.teachingforchange.org/teaching-resources

• KidLit Online Readings #readmybookonline

• https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sxU02heqtCoZgi4HZ_f5f0rtN8S2ZuFF
aLKT6S0U19A/edit?pli=1#gid=0

• BrainPop (FREE…for now…)

• https://go.brainpop.com/family/home

• Explain Everything (virtual whiteboard)

• https://whiteboard.explaineverything.com/

https://poets.org/teach-poem
https://poets.org/teach-poem
https://www.teachingforchange.org/teaching-resources
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sxU02heqtCoZgi4HZ_f5f0rtN8S2ZuFFaLKT6S0U19A/edit?pli=1#gid=0
https://go.brainpop.com/family/home
https://whiteboard.explaineverything.com/


Considerations for Students with Special 
Needs

1. Weekly written communication with students. Instructor’s written message could also contain a link to a brief 
video and/or audio recording conveying the same message. Additionally, such weekly check-in from an instructor may 
encourage learners to respond with any questions or requests for clarification they would not otherwise voice.

2. Note takers for synchronous sessions. The instructor should supplement the written notes from an “official note 
taker” with audio and video recording of the synchronous session so the students have a choice of format.

3. Posting flexible presentations. Instructors should provide students with a combination of slides with text, links to 
video clips, audio recordings, and graphics. This way, a learner has autonomy to decide whether to learn from 
written text, a video representation, a graphic, or a combination of all of these formats.

4. Accessibility of digital materials. Digital materials are more accessible when presented in multiple formats. For 
example, a digital textbook should be accessible through enlarged font, contrasted text color, or through text-to-
speech application.

5. Choices in demonstration of knowledge. In practice, it means that for each assignment an instructor provides 
more than one way in which students can show their learning. Instructors need to realize that allowing options for 
student knowledge and skill demonstration does not lower the rigor of the assessment. For example, learners may 
have a choice to either write a 10-page paper, or prepare narrated slides, or create a website, or submit an audio 
recording of answering the assignment questions.

6. Interactive online discussions. Having a variety of means to express oneself builds a more authentic conversation 
around a topic posed by the instructor than a traditional discussion board would provide.

https://elearnmag.acm.org/featured.cfm?aid=3310383

https://elearnmag.acm.org/featured.cfm?aid=3310383


Online PD to Check Out!

• Share My Lesson • Next Generation Personal 
Finance Online PD

42 All-New Webinars

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE | MARCH 

24-26

Join us online for our biggest-ever PD 

conference featuring 42 free webinars for 

preK-12 teachers, school staff and 

parents.

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https://wcc.on24.com/webcast/groupregistration/2193395&eventid=2193395&sessionid=1&key=D538043A8A4AA818D163187188770544&regTag=810924&sourcepage=register
https://www.ngpf.org/pd/virtual-pd/
https://mtsu.edu/dyslexia/symposium-registration.php
https://mtsu.edu/dyslexia/symposium-registration.php


Thank you for your time and 
wishing you peace & 
wellness…

• This is a more 
thorough list of tech 
tools.

• Please email me if you 
have any additional 
questions:

selwell@wtulocal6.net

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OKdCnY1kGAUtHSqiBvveRa70RJNejEED3wVZco8WCrk/edit
mailto:selwell@wtulocal6.net

